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ADVERTISEMENT, 


our this time laſt year, to prepare the 

way for the introduction of the Diſſenters 
Bill into Parliament, a ſheet was printed and 
circulated by them, entitled, ** The Caſe of the 
« Proteflant Diſſnters, with reference to the 
Corporation and Teft As,” It may fairly 
be preſumed, that in it we are preſented with 
their beſt arguments, propoſed in the beſt mane 
ner. A few Obſervations upon them, made 
with brevity and perſpicuity, as the matter is 
nw on feot again, may affiſt many perſons in 
forming a judgment, better perhaps than more 
prolix treatiſes, | 
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nOTESTANT) DISSENTERS 


'WITH REFERENCE To THz 


CORPORATION AND TEST ACTS. 


N the title of the Caſe, the Corporation 
Act precedes the Teſt Act, as it really 
did in order of time; for it paſſed in the year 
1661, the Teſt Act following it, though not 
till 1672. But in the Caſe itſelf, the Teſt 
Act has the precedence; we ſee nothing of 
the Corporation Act for ſome time, and then 
it is only mentioned ſlightly. 


a A This 


7 


IE 


This is a manceuvre, and the reaſon of it 
is evident, We ſhall find it in the preamble 
to the Corporation Act, which, after making 
mention of the late troubles, ſays, To the 
« end that the ſucceffion- in ſuch Corporati- 
ons may be moſt probably perpetuated in 
« the hands of perſons well afe&ed to bis Ma- 
« jeſty and the eftabliſhed Government, it being 
* too well known, that notwithſtanding all 
&« his Majeſty s endeavours and unparalleled 
« indul gence in pardoning all that is paſt; n ne- 
e yertheleſs, many evil ſpirits are ſtill work- 
ing; for prevention of the like miſchiefs 
« for the time to come, and for prefervation 
« of the public peace both in Church and 
« State, Be it enacted &c.” Theſe were the 
motives on which the Legiſlature proceedai 
in making this Act; and the Act, in order fo 
accompliſh the great ends for which it was 
made, is very particular No perſon ſhall 
4 for ever hereafter be placed or choſen in ot 
« to any Corporation Offices, that ſhall not 
„have within one year before ſuch election 
fr choice, taken the Sacrament of the 
5 | | « Lord's 


F ES. 
« Lord's Supper Fea mole of the 
6 r 


This Act, ſay che eee, in — 15 


Coſe, was, probably deſigned againſt ſome of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, &c. The truth 
jr, it was deſigned profeſedy and ſolely 
againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, and of all de- 
nominations. ** If you conſider the Pream- 
ble to the Corporation Act, ſays Mr. Juſtice 
Forſter, in the Caſe of Evans and the 
Chamberlain of London, July. 5, 1762, 
eit will appear beyond à doubt, that the in- 
* tention of the Legiſlature, in paſſing the 
Corporation Act, was to exclude Pro- 
« teſtant Diſſenters of all Denominations from 
Corporation Offices; and Mr. Juſtice 
Willmot, who fat with him on the ſame 
commiſſion on that occaſion, obſerves, ** that 
the Legiſlature did not chuſe to reſt upon 
* oaths and declarations, but meaſured the 
* fitneſs of men (for Corporation Offices) 
by their antecedent religious habit, and 
© made the having received the Sacrament 

A 2 « according 
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« according to the rites of the Church of Bn. 
« gland the criterion by which that fitneſs was 
te to be determined. They did not propoſe it 
te ag a teſt to be given after, or at his elec. 
* tion, becauſe they thought that the charms 
of power in poſſeſſion might make ſudden 
* converſions, which might not always be 
*« ſincere”. 


But this AQ,” it is faid, (Caſe p. 2 
« was paſſed in a period of great heat and 
violence.“ The times might be warm, 
and not without ſome reaſon; but in the 
days when the Sectaries had the upper- 
hand, Churchmen found them to be much 
warmer. It is the Church which prevents 
the different parties of Diſſenters from wor- 
rying each other, as they would do to- mor- 
row, were ſhe to be deſtroyed to day. Some 
of them are wiſe enough to ſee this, and 
therefore wiſh things to continue as they are. 


Of the hiſtory of the Teſt Act, I ſhall 
ſay nothing, but that the Act was not in- 
| - tended 
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tended for Papiſts only, though - the- Caſe 
quotes the preamble, and falfifies it, in order 
to prove that fact. The words of the pre- 
amble really are, for preventing dangers 
« which may happen from Popiſh Recuſ- 
« ants, and quieting the ininds of his Ma- 


« jeſty's good subjects. 


* Before the end of that reign, (Charles 

* 2d) both houſes of Parliament (as the Caſe 
« ſtates, p. a.) entertained different ſenti- 
« ments of the Diſſenters — diſcovered an 
* inclination to relieve them from the diſa- 
« bilities created — and Bills were brought 
"in for that purpoſe.” Theſe are called, 
Public teſtimonies in favour of the Diſſent- 
or- ers“ ibid. But, to what do they amount? 
or- Why, in fact, to public teſtimonies againſt 
me WM them. For certain Bills were brought 
nd MW into Parliament to relieve the Diſſenters, and 
re. the wiſdom of the Legiſlature thought fit to 
reject them. If the Bill now propoſed to be 

all W brought in, ſhould be rejected, as we truſt 
n- it will be, the Diſſenters, it is apprehended, 
ed will 


[6 ] 
wilt hardly conſider the rejection as'a a public 
aa in their aur, 


# * 
l * + 2 + # what's 
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Lov what has been fa, it may be added, 
that the Teſt Act was re- enacted and re-pub. 
liſhed, in the time of King William, with 


E 
the Toleration Act, by which it is decidedly A 
declared to extend to Proteſtant Difſenters— c 
that by 10 Ann, cap. 2. both that and k 


the Corporation Act are declared to be made 
for the ſecurity of the Church of England 
as by Law eſtabliſhed, and by 5 Ann, cap. 
8. they are made fundamentals of the ux io, 
to continue in force for ever. 


The reaſons urged for the repeal of the 
* are as follow: 


I. * Every man, as it is now univerſally 
* acknowledged, has an undoubted right to 
« judge for himſelf in matters of religion; 
* nor ought his exerciſe of this right to be 
* branded with a mark of infamy.” 


The 


- 


EF] 
The right: of judging for one's ſelf ex- 
ends to all other matters, as well as thoſe of 
xligion. It is a right, which cannot be 
tiken from us. It extends to the State no 
ſs than to the Church. Every man may 
judge for himſelf, whether the right to 'the 
Crown of theſe kingdoms be veſted in the 
ſovereign upon the throne, or the perſon 
ſtyling himſelf King Henry IX. But ſhould 
his judgment be determined in favour of the 
latter, he muſt not complain of being © brand- 
* ed with infamy for the exerciſe of his judg- 
ment,“ if the former do not admit him into 
places of power and truſt. 


The Church of England is a part of the 
Conſtitution. Every Diſſenter, if he be an 
honeſt and a conſcientious man, muſt be an 
enemy to it, as what he deems to be wrong; 
and will endeavour it's deſtruction, in order 


to introduce what he deems to be right. Shall 


we put it into his power to effect this? Or 
can it be called perſecution, merely to prevent 
him from ſo doing ? Dr. Prieſtley very fair- 


{RY 2 
ly and honeſtly tells us, again and again; that 
| he has long been, and is, at this moment, ad- 
ing in the character of Guy Faux, determined 
to blow us all up, root and branch, for evet. 
Dr. Price, after ſaying, that “ the enemiet 
« of reformation, (as he ſtyles the friends of 
tc the eſtabliſhment,) by their obſtinacy, ex. 
* poſe the hierarchy to particular danger of x 
tc ſudden and total overthrow”-—adds here- 
upon — As a friend to the free propre 
« of truth, and an enemy to all ſlaviſh hiet- 
* archies, I could almoſt wiſh they may per- 
s ſevere in their obſtinacy:“ in plain En- 
gliſh, he had rather ſee the Church deſtroyed 
than reformed. And Mr. Robinſon, a Diſ. 
fenting 'Paſtor of Cambridge, ſeating him- 
ſelf on the throne of judgment, makes 
ſpeech from thence to the Biſhops, pronounc- 
ing ſentence upon them, as bloody tyrants 
and perſecutors of the Non-conformiſts; as 
may be ſeen in his plan of Lectures on the 
Principles of Non-conformity, approved and 


Free Enquiry, p. 39, 40. d Sermons, p. 63. Note. 
| recommended 


60 
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recommended by a Synod of Baptiſts., Whe- 


ther the preſent be a time to relax, mult be left 


to the wiſdom of the Legiſlature to determine, 
2. The Holy. Sacrament of the Lord's 
« Supper, being a matter purely of a religi- 
« ous nature, ought not to be applied to 
« the ſecular ends of civil Societies.“ 


It is, applied to no end, but that of know- 
ing to what, church a man belongs; as it is 
preſumed he belongs to that church, Nin 
which he thinks Proper to communicate, in 
this moſt ſolemn and ſacred act. If he com- 
municates with the Church to which he does 
not belong, and only for the ſake of an office, 
from which the Teſt is expreſſly intended to 
exclude thoſe who are not of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, with whom does the profanation lie, 
but with himſelf? And how does this af- 
ford a better reaſon for aboliſhing the Teſt, 
than the practice of perjury does for aboliſh- 
ing the uſe of Oaths ? 


* 


B 3. The 
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3. „The  Diffenters think — 
cher l * ledged, &.“ 28 


It never will, nor i it to be 8 
hard by any reaſonable perſon, while the 
connection between the Civil and Ecclefiaſti. 


cal Conſtitution of the Country fubſiſts. It 
is owing to this connection, that the Crown 


is reſtrained to the Church of England. And 
it is not eaſy to ſee, why that teſtraint ſhould 
be ſo great an oppreſſion, when applied to 
the people, which is thought juſt and _ 
dient when applied to the Crown. 


The friends or enemies of the one part of 
the conſtitution have ever, in the end, been 
found the friends or enemies of the other. 
When Dr. Price congratulates the Americans 
on their ſupreme felicity in having no Biſhop, 
he congratulates them, at the fame time, if 
I remember right, on that of having no King. 
— But they have ſince ſent for Brfhops, and 
tis well if. they do not make Waſhington 
King. Mr. Vice Preſident Adams, I am told, 

| in 


r 


1 J 


cb in 1 he has puhliſhed, docided- 
iy prefers monarchy to democracy. 


_ 9038S 
* 


4. The ſubſtance of the fourth reaſon ,is, 
« that the Sacrament may be received hypo- 
* critically, and therefore the act of receiv- 
ing it can be no ſecurity.” .. a 


It is difficult to ſay, what ſecurity can be 
had againſt hypocriſy. But how does this 
apply to the Difſenters ? They are honeſt 
men, and find themſelves excluded by the 
Teſt; why elle Should they petition for it's 


repeal ? 


5. „The Papiſts are excluded from both 
« Houſes of Parliament without the Sacra- 
« mental Teſt.” 


This fact we do not diſpute ; but neither 
do we fee, that any argument can be drawn 


*. from it in relation to the acts in . 
8 6. The fixth reaſon conſiſts of - ſeveral 


B 2 propoſitions, 


rately. 
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propoſitions: ''We muſt take them ſpe 


ice The repeal of the Teſt and Corporation 
«A&s, while it would be a relief to many of 
his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, would lay 
© no difficulty or hardſhip on any others of 
„them.“ „ 
Buy the repeal being a 7elief to the Diſſent- 
ers, is meant, that it would admit them in- 
to places of truſt. But it is not ſo clear, 
that this might not in time, lay difficulties 
* and hardſhips on ſome others of his Majeſ⸗ 
e ty's ſubjęcts. Such things have been, and 
might be again. 


« It would no way affect the eſtabliſhed 
« Church. Religion and the national Church 
« were eſtabliſhed before theſe Acts were 
* paſſed, and would continue to be eſtabliſh- 
te ed were they repealed.” 


But let us aſk one queſtion — Why were 
| theſe 


0 1 
theſe Acts paſſed? Had not the working of 
many evil Spirits made them neceſſary? And 
| may they not be conſidered as a dyke thrown 
ation up to keep the waters out? when they are 
ny of Wl out, ſhall we break down the dyke, and let 
| lay WF them in again? But perhaps, there are now 
's of no waters; the dove has been ſent forth, and 
lo, the face of the earth is dry! Would it 
were ſo! The writings above cited may 
convince us, that there are waters, and that 


they rage and fell ! 18 


« The doctrine, the diſcipline, and pri- 
* vileges of the church, would remain exact 
«ly the ſame as they are at preſent.” 


That is — juſt ſo long as the enemies of 
that doctrine, that diſcipline, and thoſe pri- 
vileges, when once in power, ſhould be pleafed 
to permit : Not a moment longer, as common 
ſenſe may certify us. | 


« It's conſtitution and it's form of govern- 


ment are not ſecured by thoſe Acts; nor 
« would 


*..& id 


* would they, be injured by a total pal of 
F them?“ 


i #0. is. „1 


"By t the Legiſlature that * them, and 
by all true friends to the conſtitution in 
Church and State, ever ſince, they have been 
eſteemed it's great ſupport and bulwark; nor 
can we poſſibly take, in evidence to the con- 
trary, the bare word of men, who, if true 
to their principles, muſt wiſh to deſtroy both 
it and them. , 

7. No other inſtance can be produced, 
* «« among all the reformed Churches, in which 
« the Sacrament is ever applied as a qualifica- 
« tion for civil employments and advantages,” 


The Sacrament is not, properly ſpeaking, 
a qualification any where. The qualification 
is a man's being of ſuch a particular church; 


and receiving the Sacrament in the commu- 
nion of that church, is the beſt and ſureſt 
token of his being ſo. In Holland, and other 
Proteſtant States, the moſt poſitive proof of 

uniform 


CW 3 
cal of miform conformity to the eſtabliſhed perſua- 


fon is neceſſary as a qualification for offices 
of power and truſt; to which indeed no go- 


u „ LC while in it's ſenſes, will admit 
2 thoſe, who are known enemies to any fart of 
a — the national conſtitution. 

3 Nor » If 


. 8. ft is argued, under this head, © that 
true I Epiſcopalians in North Britain, by only 


admitted to all it's advantages; and there- 
« fore, that Scocth Preſbyterians, refiding 
in England, ought not, on account of re- 


10 them.“ 


that whoever conſiders the ſituation of Epiſ- 
oopalians in North Britain, will ſee the per- 
ſect ſecurity of the Prefbyterian Eſtabliſh- 


Sacramental Teſt, © according to the uſage 
« of the Church of Scotland,” to exclude 
Epiſcopalians from places of power and emo- 
lument. 


9. The 


«taking the oaths to government, may be 


1 ligious differences, to be excluded from 


To this, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, - 


ment, and how little neceffity there is of a 
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9. The laſt argument is, << that in the year 
6 1 the Teſt was taken off in Ireland; 
and therefore it ſhould not be any bag 
« continued i in England.” 


But the cirdumitances of the two Countii 
are ſo different, that the Precedent can in no 
degree apply to us. And let gentlemen, who 
are well acquainted with the preſent Nate, of 
Ireland inform us, whether the conſequences 
of it's abolition there, do at all invite us to 
aboliſh. it here. | 
| There i is a general and vehement buſtle a 
this time among the Diſſenters throughout the 
kingdom. We hear of nothing but their 
right to places of truſt and profit; of the 
Bardſbips they endure, of the perſecution they 
ſuffer, and the ſlavery rhey undergo, in being 
kept out of them: Delegates are haſtening to- 
gether from the eaſt and from the weſt, from 
the north and from the ſouth; and a TEST 
is every where e/tabliſhing by them to exclude 


from a ſeat in parliament every perſon who 
will 


of 
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will not promiſe to vote as they would have 
him, upon this important queſtion. When 
the reader ſhall have duly contemplated this 
ative and baſy ſcene, let him peruſe the 
following paſſage from the writings of à very 
eminent and conſpicuous character among 
them; a curious and wonderful paſſage indeed 
it is: and I will venture to predict, that no 
man who reads it once, will forbear to read 
it again. 


*« Let them (the Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- 
„ niſters) be indulged in their requeſt for le- 
« gal ſecurity and protection, and they will 
« thankfully retire to their private employ- 
ments. They do not defire to be trouble- 
« ſome to men of rank, or to haunt the levees 
of the great. If they can obtain a tolera- 
© tion, which is ſettled on the ſolid baſis of 
« Jaw, and not held by the precarious tenure 
of connivance and compaſſion, they will 
have nothing more to aſh of the State. 


This may ſerve as an anſwer to thoſe per- 
« ſons, who imagine that the Diſſenting 
C « Clergy 
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5 Clergy had aims beyond the objects of their 


« Jate' application to Parliament, (viz, for 
relief in the matter of Subſcription to ſome 
of the Articles of the Church of England). 
„ is not true that they had any farther 
« deſigns. Their ſole purpoſes were to be de- 
« livered from the burden of Subſcription, 
te and to procure relief for Tutors and School- 
«© maſters; and they bad not the moſt diſtant 
*« thoughts of applying hereafter for privilege 
ic and benefits of a different nature. The ſup- 
« poſition that they were actuated by ambiti- 
* 0us views, is grounded on an ignorance of 
« their characters and intentions. They were 
animated by no regard to the honours and 
*« profits of the preſent world. Their ambition 
* 1s to go on quietly and ſecurely in worſhip- 
* ping God agreeably to the dictates of their 
* conſciences ; and if they can be ſervice- 
« able, by their labours, and their writings, 
* to the cauſe of religion, or of literature, i 


i the bigheſt glory to which they aſpere.” * 


 * A Vindication of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Minifters, with 
regard to their late application to Parliament ; by ANDREW 
Riis, D. D. 1772. 


Let 
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Let not the friends of the Church be de- 
ceived by fair ſpeeches. The ſigns of the 
times, and the principles that are ſtirring 
amongſt us, are by no means ſuch as encou- 
rage us to diſmantle our fortifications ; but 
rather admoniſh us to ſee that they be kept 
in thorough repair, and doubly manned. 


Since laſt year, a reinforcement of reaſons 
for laying all things open has been imported 


from France, and we are reproached with - 
falling ſo far ſhort of the /iberality of ſentiment © 


diſplayed in that kingdom. I love liberty as 
well as any man, but not that particular ſpe- 


cies of it, which allows only ſeven minutes 
to prepare for death, before one is hanged up 
by fiſhwomen at a lamp-iron : and though 


ſuperſtition be a very bad thing, I hope never 
to ſee the BRITISH National Aſſembly poſſeſſ- 
ed by the ſpirit of —VoLTAIRE. 


